
 

Statement – Response to Government support for self-employed  

Whilst it is welcome that the Chancellor has announced financial measures to support the self 
employed this will be of little benefit to Foster Care Workers who find themselves without 
placement, through no fault of their own, or worse yet seriously ill in the coming weeks and months.  

The vast majority of foster care workers will report a £0 profit on their annual self-assessment due 
qualifying care relief, a tax allowance that recognises that much of our income is used to cover 
expenses. This and the low or non existent fees mean that most foster carers do not earn enough to 
be liable for any tax. As a result, foster carers are part of the 5% of self-employed which the 
government scheme will not help. For the thousands of fostering households that are caring for 
vulnerable children and are being asked to potentially prepare to care for many more as a result of 
this pandemic, this is simply unacceptable.  

For foster care workers Westminster is literally and figuratively “passing the buck”. The Foster Care 
Workers Union is urgently calling on all Local Authorities to use a portion of the emergency funds 
allocated by Westminster to guarantee their ongoing weekly fee for each approved space (as a 
minimum) to all foster carers where they are without placement through no fault of their own - 
respite cancelled, self-quarantine, no suitable placements - and especially for carers who find 
themselves too ill to continue caring for their placements.  

We are calling on all Foster Care Workers to write directly to their local councillors, urgently seeking 
confirmation that all foster carers will be paid a weekly retainer, equivalent to the minimum fee for 
each approved space where they are without placement due to the cancellation of respite, 
self-quarantine, no suitable placements or illness. Foster carers can write to their local councillors 
directly at www.writetothem.com.  

The Foster Care Workers Union is in the process of writing to every Local Authority in the UK calling 
for the same urgent action.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifying-care-relief-foster-carers-adult-placement-carers-kinship-carers-and-staying-put-carers-hs236-self-assessment-helpsheet/hs236-qualifying-care-relief-foster-carers-adult-placement-carers-kinship-carers-and-staying-put-carers-2018
http://www.writetothem.com/

